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BaaBteaajiga of frfartv r ftT 

I> Marty Cox, am one of the named inventors. I respectfully disagree with ihe 
Examiner's assertion that it would have been obvious to modify a carapace 35 disclosed by 
the Pazar reference (UJS, Publication 2003/0167706) to incorporate aspects of Ihe Takcmoto 
patent (U.S. 4^19,596). I submit that the invention, as embodied in the claims, was not 
obvious at the time of the invention, tf H had been obvious, someone would have previously 
made it Prior to our invention, no one had previously applied a decorative substrate to a 
carapace as recited in the pending claims. Priotr to our invention, the carapace was merely a 
bland, undecorated slab of concrete, 

I submit that the commercial success and media interest in the invention, as embodied 
in the claims, are evidence of the non-obviousness of the claimed invention. I enclose a 
Newsweek article published in February 21, 2005 regarding our invention. 
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We identified a need in the maricet which had not previously been tapped. Prior to our 
invention, no one was even aware that there was an unmet need- Our solution to this need is 
technically simple, but navel and non-obvious. 

As further evidence of the nonrobvjousneas of our invention we note that the 
invention is now being copied by a number of our competitors. 

Thus far this year we have sold over 4000 units of a kit embodying the claimed 
invention. In fact demand for our invention continues to grow 

All of the statements herein are based on information and belief, and are believed to 
be true, 

I acjcnowledge that willful false statements end the like are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both (18 USC 1001) and may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issuing thereon. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Marty Cox 
415 E, Dixon St 
Polo, IL 61064 
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